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FULL  COMMITTEE  CONSIDERATION  OF  COMMITTEE 
RESOLUTIONS  HONORING  MEMBERS  LEAVING  THE 
HOUSE  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  104TH  CONGRESS 


House  of  Representatives, 
Committee  on  National  Security, 
Washington,  DC,  Wednesday,  September  25,  1996. 
The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  notice,  at  3:58  p.m.,  in  room 
2118,  Rayburn  House  Office  Building,  Hon.  Floyd  Spence  (chair- 
man of  the  committee)  presiding. 

OPENING  STATEMENT  OF  HON.  FLOYD  D.  SPENCE,  A  REP- 
RESENTATIVE FROM  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  CHAIRMAN,  COM- 
MITTEE ON  NATIONAL  SECURITY 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  come  to  order.  If  we  are 
going  to  get  this  program  underway  and  concluded  today,  we'd  bet- 
ter get  started.  As  you  know,  the  purpose  of  our  meeting  today  is 
to  pay  tribute  to  our  friends  and  colleagues  on  the  committee: 
Sonny  Montgomery,  Pat  Schroeder,  Glen  Browder,  Pete  Geren,  and 
Pete  Peterson  who  will  be  leaving  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
the  end  of  this  Congress,  104th  Congress. 

Sonny  Montgomery,  who  helped  break  me  in  a  lot  on  how  to  act 
as  an  Armed  Services  Committee  Member  when  I  first  came  to 
Congress,  has  been  here  since  1971;  Pat  Schroeder  since  1973;  Glen 
Browder  since  1989;  Pete  Geren  since  1993;  and  Pete  Peterson 
since  1995.  This  is  a  lot  of  experience  for  this  committee  to  lose. 
I  am  sure  all  of  my  colleagues  will  join  me  in  thanking  each  of  you 
who  are  retiring  for  your  dedication  to  public  service  and  wishing 
you  well  in  the  days  and  years  ahead  and  much  prosperity  as  you 
move  to  greater  things  and  greener  pastures. 

Before  we  move  to  formal  consideration  of  the  pending  resolu- 
tions, I  would  like  to  recognize  the  gentleman  from  California,  Mr. 
Dellums  for  any  comments  he  would  like  to  make. 

STATEMENT  OF  HON.  RONALD  V.  DELLUMS,  A  REPRESENTA- 
TIVE FROM  CALIFORNIA,  RANKING  MINORITY  MEMBER, 
COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  SECURITY 

Mr.  Dellums.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  echo  your 
sentiments  and  I  would  just  like  to  make  some  detail  comment. 
First,  with  respect  to  our  good  friend  and  colleague.  Sonny  Mont- 
gomery. Sonny  Montgomery's  public  service  began  over  50  years 
ago  as  an  Army  officer  in  the  European  theater  during  World  War 
n.  In  all,  he  served  more  than  35  years  in  active  and  reserve  serv- 
ice before  retiring  from  the  Mississippi  National  Guard  as  a  Major 
General.   His  elected  pubHc   service  began  with  the  Mississippi 
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State  Senate  in  1956  and  most  recently  Sonny  has  served  the  peo- 
ple of  the  3rd  Congressional  District  of  Mississippi  since  1966. 

In  addition  to  his  National  Security  Committee  assignment, 
Sonny  also  serves  on  the  Veteran  Affairs  Committee  as  the  ranking 
member  after  having  chaired  that  committee  for  13  years.  Sonny 
is  universally  known  as  a  tireless  champion  of  military  issues  gen- 
erally, and  national  guard  and  reserve  issues  specifically.  More  im- 
portantly, he  is  universally  revered  for  his  devotion  to  the  well 
being  of  our  troops  and  veterans.  This  has  not  gone  unnoticed. 

In  1970,  he  chaired  the  House  Select  Committee  on  U.S.  involve- 
ment in  Southeast  Asia  and  in  1975,  he  chaired  the  House  Select 
Committee  on  Missing  Persons  in  Southeast  Asia.  In  1977,  he  went 
to  Hanoi  as  a  member  of  the  Woodcock  Commission  seeking  infor- 
mation about  missing  servicemen.  In  1978,  he  chaired  the  Special 
House  Committee  on  Southeast  Asia  to  conduct  further  efforts  on 
behalf  of  missing  servicemen.  In  all,  he  made  14  trips  to  Vietnam. 
In  addition,  he  led  the  House  delegation  that  negotiated  the  first 
return  of  the  remains  of  U.S.  servicemen  held  by  North  Korea.  He 
also  led  the  House  contingent  in  the  40th  and  50th  anniversary  of 
D-Day  Invasion  at  Normandy,  France,  1984  and  1994. 

I  will  always  remember  Sonny  as  a  master  of  the  process.  His 
ability  to  play  inside  baseball  was  key  to  passage  of  perhaps  what 
will  be  recorded  as  his  greatest  accomplishment  for  the  troops,  the 
Montgomery  GI  Bill  which  he  introduced  in  1984.  I  am  also  pleased 
to  note  that  more  than  2  millon  veterans  have  benefited  from  this 
bill  to  date.  If  ever  there  was  a  man  who  became  a  legend  in  his 
own  time,  it  would  be  Sonny.  And  although  the  legend  is  leaving 
Congress,  I  expect  we  have  not  seen  nor  heard  the  last  of  Sonny 
Montgomery.  We  all  wish  him  well  in  his  future  endeavors.  And 
thank  you,  Sonny,  we  will  all  miss  you. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  We  will  now  move  to  consider  the  resolutions 
pertaining  to  each  of  our  members  and  starting  with  Mr.  Montgom- 
ery. We  will  consider  each  one  of  them  separately,  exerting  our  pre- 
rogative, the  Chair  and  Ranking  Member  will  make  brief  remarks 
on  each  one  of  them  as  they  come  up,  and  then  the  member  will 
be  recognized  to  respond  with  brief  comments.  With  five  members, 
and  next  I  might  say  that  according  to  the  script,  I  am  supposed 
to  say  some  things  about  each  one  of  them  too,  but  since  all  the 
members  will  be  leaving  us  on  minority  side,  it  is  not  that  I  am 
not  going  to  miss  them  just  as  much  as  Mr.  Dellums,  but  it  is  his 
prerogative,  I  think,  to  say  all  these  good  things.  I  am  just  going 
to  associate  my  remarks  with  his  and  let  him  make  the  comments 
first  and  then  I  will  follow  after  that. 

But  relative  to  the  other  members  who  want  to  chime  in  and 
have  their  words  to  say  too,  we  have  to  hurry  along  and  we  are 
going  to  do  that  and  give  everybody  time  to  say  whatever  they 
want  to  say. 

Now  relative  to  the  resolution  and  honoring  Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Dellums  has  already  said  a  few  things  about  him.  And  I  have 
to  say  something  too.  I  could  not  let  this  moment  pass  without  say- 
ing, in  my  own  behalf,  Sonny  Montgomery  has  probably  been  to  me 
one  of  the  best  friends  I  have  had  in  Congress  on  either  side  of  the 
aisle.  I  have  served  with  him  on  this  committee  for  25  years,  I 


guess.  We  vote  a  lot  alike.  We  are  personal  friends  otherwise.  All 
of  the  things  that  Mr.  Dellums  said  about  him  are  true.  The  resolu- 
tion which  will  be  read  in  a  little  bit  by  Dr.  Ellis  down  here  will 
go  into  more  detail  on  his  many  accomplishments,  so  I  will  not  try 
to  go  into  all  of  those  things. 

I  would  just  like  to  say  that  I  am  going  to  miss  him  as  much  as 
I  could  possibly  miss  anyone.  On  a  very  personal  note,  I  just  have 
to  say  too  that  back  during  my  difficult  times,  as  a  matter  of  fact 
my  operation  was  performed  down  in  Mississippi,  my  transplant 
operation  and  close  to  where  Sonny  comes  from.  And  when  I  came 
out  from  under  the  operation,  the  first  person  I  guess  I  saw  in  this 
world  in  the  recovery  room  was  Sonny  Montgomery,  so  I  realized 
I  must  not  be  in  heaven  or  hell.  I  must  have  made  it  through  and 
still  on  earth  because  there  was  Sonny  and  giving  me  the  thumbs 
up.  He  kept  reporting  back  to  the  prayer  breakfast  in  Congress  the 
progress  that  I  was  making  and  attempting  to  make  and  even  my 
impending  marriage,  I  remember  I  thought  I  was  going  to  die  in- 
stead of  getting  married.  So  I  have  all  kinds  of  reasons  to  mourn 
the  passing,  not  from  this  earth  but  from  this  committee  of  Sonny 
Montgomery.  We  are  going  to  miss  you. 

Now  I  guess  we  will  let  other  members  who  want  to  say  some- 
thing at  this  time  and  second  what  Mr.  Dellums  has  now  said.  Mr. 
Stump. 

Mr.  Stump.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  do  not  have  any  pre- 
pared remarks  or  anything  and  I  have  been  to  so  many  of  these 
for  Sonny,  but  I  feel  obligated  to  say  something.  I  doubt  that  there 
are  any  two  members  of  this  Congress  in  the  20  years  that  I  have 
served  in  this  Senate  that  have  been  any  closer  than  we  have.  We 
have  spent  weekends  together,  breakfast  every  morning.  We  have 
run  the  prayer  breakfast.  I  have  served  on  this  committee  with  him 
for  20  years,  on  the  VA  Committee,  both  as  chairman  and  ranking 
member,  and  I  guess  just  that  we  have  been  the  very  best  friends. 
I  was  with  him  in  the  Vietnam,  North  Korea  when  we  brought  first 
remains  back,  and  all  over  the  world.  And  I  just  want  him  to  know 
how  much  I  have  enjoyed  serving  with  him  and  how  much  I  am 
going  to  miss  him.  We  have  had  receptions,  dinners,  black  tie  din- 
ners, tree  plantings.  I  guess  about  the  only  thing  left  is  bronzing 
him  and  I  am  trying  to  figure  out  how  to  do  that.  Sonny,  I  will  be 
very  brief  because  I  know  a  lot  of  members  want  to  say  something, 
but  we  are  going  to  miss  you.  Thank  you.  Sonny. 

The  Chairman.  Someone  said  a  while  ago,  they  had  not  honored 
Sonny  in  the  last  30  minutes.  So  it  is  time  again,  so  who  else 
wants  to  say  something?  If  not,  we  can  let  Sonny  try  to  respond 
to  all  of  this.  Mr.  Taylor  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Taylor.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  a  very  distinguished  prac- 
tice in  our  State  of  sending  people  up  here  as  fairly  young  people 
and  they  are  supposed  to  stay  a  while.  Sonny  did  the  mandatory 
28  years  before  he  became  dean  of  the  delegation,  but  he  screwed 
up  when  he  left  after  only  two.  You  are  supposed  to  stick  around 
for  another  20  or  so  once  you  became  the  dean.  Sonny,  I  know  I 
am  going  to  miss  you.  I  want  to  thank  you  for  all  your  help  on  be- 
half of  the  people  of  the  State,  part  of  the  State  I  represent.  We 
want  to  invite  as  many  of  the  committee  members  as  possible  to 
come.  We  have  not  picked  a  date  yet  to  name  the  tank  training 


ranks  that  this  committee  helped  fund  at  the  Camp  Shelby  Na- 
tional Guard  Base  after  Sonny.  And  Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Dellums, 
whoever,  the  winds  of  fate  decide  will  be  the  next  chairman  if  we 
could  try  to  get  some  people  down  there  for  that,  I  think  it  will  be 
a  great  occasion. 

Sonny,  again  thank  you  on  behalf  of  all  of  us,  especially  all  the 
guys  here  on  the  second  row  you  helped  so  much. 

Mr.  Montgomery.  Thank  you,  Gene. 

Mr.  Weldon.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  add  to  the  distinguished 
words  of  you  and  our  leadership  on  this  committee  on  both  sides, 
but  Sonny  is  someone  who  on  our  side  of  the  aisle,  all  of  our  col- 
leagues will  agree,  is  a  leader  that  we  look  up  to  respect  and  ad- 
mire and  you  can  always  count  on  to  do  the  right  thing  for  this 
country  and  we  are  going  to  miss  him. 

But  there  is  one  thing  that  has  perplexed  me,  Sonny,  as  someone 
who  has  traveled  with  you  just  a  few  times,  I  think  back  to  when 
you  led  the  delegation  that  was  referred  to  earlier  to  North  Korea 
to  bring  back  the  remains  of  our  first  troops  and  we  stopped  in  Ha- 
waii on  the  way  over  and  stopped  in  Hawaii  on  the  way  back.  Bob, 
I  think  you  were  on  that  delegation.  And  I  have  traveled  with 
Sonny  to  other  places  and  I  do  not  know  what  it  is  and.  Sonny,  I 
wish  you  would  give  me  the  secret  maybe  or  maybe  all  of  us,  but 
every  place  we  would  go  all  the  beautiful  women  seem  to  con- 
gregate around  you.  Is  there  some  secret  that  you  have  that  you 
have  to  fill  us  in  on  or  is  that  something  you  are  taking  with  you? 

Mr.  Montgomery.  Would  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  Weldon.  I  would  be  happy  to  yield. 

Mr.  Montgomery.  I  am  harmless.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Weldon.  In  that  case,  I  never  have  to  worry  about  that. 

Mr.  Tanner.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to  thank  Sonny. 

Mr.  Montgomery.  Mr.  Chairman,  point  of  order.  I  hope  this  does 
not  turn  into  a  roasting.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Tanner.  You  know  what  I  think  about  the  cigar  in  London? 
Do  you  know  about  that?  I  just  thought  of  this.  I  want  to  thank 
Sonny  for  being  my  friend  and  everybody's  in  this  committee  and 
in  the  Congress  really  in  what  he  has  done  for  the  Guard  and  Re- 
serve will  remain  legendary.  But  I  was  very  fortunate  to  go  to  Eu- 
rope with  Sonny.  He  was  the  D-Day  coordinator.  So  we  get  over  to 
London  about  11:00  at  night  and  Chet  Edwards  and  I  and  our 
wives  decided  to  go  for  a  walk  around  London,  with  the  time 
change,  we  were  not  sleepy,  so  we  get  back  to  the  hotel  about  1:00 
in  the  morning.  So  we  get  up  the  next  morning  and  we  get  out  on 
the  bus  and  everybody  is  looking  at  me  and  saying,  damn  it.  Tan- 
ner, and  I  am  looking  around,  what  is  going  on?  They  said  the 
alarm  went  off  in  the  hotel  last  night  and  the  fire  alarm,  everybody 
had  to  get  out  of  their  bed  and  get  up  and  get  out  in  the  hall  and 
they  said  that  Sonny  told  us  it  was  because  you  were  smoking  a 
cigar  in  the  room.  It  turns  out  it  was  Sonny  smoking  the  cigar. 
Chet  and  I  were  out  walking  around  with  our  wives  and  came  back 
and  said,  what  happened,  what  happened?  Then  he  finally  fessed 
up. 

Mr.  Edwards.  Mr.  Chairman,  would  it  be  appropriate  for  me  to 
ask  unanimous  consent  that  all  members  of  this  committee  have 
several  days  to  add  comments  for  the  record,  because  I  know  we 


all  have  very  deep  and  heartfelt  feelings  towards  Sonny  and  the 
others  retiring  and  if  we  express  them  all,  it  will  be  late  into  the 
evening. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  that  would  be  a  good  suggestion.  Without 
objection,  so  ordered.  And  I  might  add  in  that  connection  too,  that 
the  resolution  to  be  read  will  go  into  some  detail  as  to  the  accom- 
plishments of  all  of  our  departing  colleagues.  And  we  will  all  have 
a  chance  to  vote  on  those  and  express  ourselves  that  way  too.  That 
is  a  good  suggestion.  Without  objection. 

Mr.  Edwards.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  would  then  just  brief- 
ly say  I  have  never  known  a  finer  gentleman,  either  in  this  Con- 
gress or  in  my  lifetime  than  Sonny  Montgomery.  It  has  been  an 
honor  to  serve  with  him. 

The  Chairman.  Thank  you.  That  will  give  everyone  a  chance  to 
recognize  him  that  way  and  if  there  are  no  other  comments  on 
Sonny,  then  we  will  let  him  have  a  chance  to  defend  himself. 

Mr.  Montgomery.  I  will  be  very  brief,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  would 
like  to  thank,  Ron  and  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Bob  and  Gene  and 
Curt  and  John  Tanner  and  Chet  Edwards  and  the  other  members. 
I  know  the  warmth  you  have  for  all  of  us.  It  has  been  a  great  privi- 
lege serving  on  this  committee.  I  have  only  served  on  really  two 
committees  the  30  years  I  have  been  here,  Armed  Services  and  Na- 
tional Security,  as  it  is  known  as  now,  and  the  Veterans  Affairs 
Committee.  I  was  chairman  for  13  years  and  Bob  Stump  is  the 
chairman  now.  And  we  have  no  problems.  It  is  non-partisan.  I  get 
the  same  feeling  over  here  in  this  committee.  I  served  with  Ron 
Dellums  and  sitting  next  to  him  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  very 
fair  to  me,  as  you  have  been,  Mr.  Chairman.  This  committee  is 
non-partisan  as  we  can  be  and  I  think  that  is  good  in  the  setting 
that  we  have  now  in  the  Congress. 

I  would  like  to  use  this  expression.  It  has  been  a  great  ride  for 
me  being  in  Congress.  I  cannot  think  of  a  nicer  thing  that  has  come 
my  way  of  having  the  fellowship,  the  kindness  that  has  been  shown 
me.  I  thank  you  very  much  for  this  honor.  Thank  you. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  The  clerk  will  now  report  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Ellis.  Resolution  honoring  the  Honorable  Gillespie  V. 
(Sonny)  Montgomery,  Representative  in  Congress  from  the  3rd  Dis- 
trict of  Mississippi: 

Whereas,  you,  Congressman  Montgomery,  were  elected  to  the  90th  Congress  on 
November  8,  1966,  and  have  been  reelected  to  each  succeeding  Congress; 

Whereas,  you  gave  the  Nation  35  years  of  selfless  military  service,  beginning  in 
1943  as  a  U.S.  Army  private  and  ending  as  a  major  general  in  the  Mississippi  Na- 
tional Guard,  with  such  notable  accomplishments  as  being  awarded  the  Bronze  Star 
for  Valor  and  the  Combat  Infantryman's  Badge  for  action  during  World  War  II  with 
the  12th  Armored  Division  in  Europe;  active  duty  service  with  the  31st  Infantry  Di- 
vision during  the  Korean  War;  the  rescue  of  a  drowning  soldier  during  peacetime 
training  with  your  National  Guard  unit;  leading  the  armed  escort  providing  safe 
passage  to  Jackson,  Mississippi,  for  participants  (including  future  Congressmen 
John  Lewis  and  Bob  Filner)  in  the  Martin  Luther  King  Freedom  Ride;  and  for  years 
diuing  your  reserve  military  career,  attending  all  required  training  while  serving 
without  pay; 

Whereas,  having  sought  membership  on  the  then  Committee  on  Armed  Services 
because  you  said  you  knew  more  about  national  defense  than  agriculture,  you  pro- 
vided forcefiil,  inspirational,  and  principle  leadership  for  25  years,  rising  to  become 
the  senior  Democrat  on  the  committee,  as  well  as  on  the  Subcommittees  on  Military 
Personnel,  Military  Installations  and  Facilities; 
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Whereas,  you  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  from 
1981  to  1994  and  became  known  as  "Mr.  Veteran;" 

Whereas,  you  became  extremely  knowledgeable  on  parliamentary  procedure  and 
directly  contributed  to  the  Committee's  success  on  the  House  floor  by  always  making 
yourself  available  to  assist  with  the  Committee's  floor  activities; 

Whereas,  you,  having  fought  a  three-year  battle  against  both  the  Department  of 
Defense  and  the  Senate,  achieved  enactment  of  the  Montgomery  GI  Bill  in  1984,  leg- 
islation which  is  now  recognized  as  an  essential  ingredient  in  sustaining  America's 
all -volunteer  military; 

Whereas,  you,  as  "Mr.  National  Guard  and  Reserve,"  gave  the  concept  of  "The 
Total  Force"  life  through  your  sustained  efforts  to  bring  the  reserve  components  to 
the  highest  levels  of  readiness  and  to  compel  their  integration  into  the  national  miU- 
tary  strategy; 

Whereas,  you  sponsored  the  "Montgomery  Procurement  Package"  as  part  of  each 
annual  Defense  Authorization  Act,  thereby  ensuring  the  modernization  of  National 
Guard  and  Reserve  equipment; 

Whereas,  you,  having  authored  the  "Montgomery  Amendment"  in  1987  and  suc- 
cessfully orchestrated  the  defense  of  that  law  against  challenges  that  carried  to  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court,  preserved  the  authority  of  Presidents  to  train  National  Guard 
units  outside  the  borders  of  the  United  States; 

Whereas,  you  authored  and  directed  the  effort  leading  to  the  enactment  of  the  Re- 
serve Officer  Personnel  Management  Act  in  1994,  the  first  comprehensive  reform  in 
more  than  45  years  of  laws  governing  the  appointment,  promotion  and  separation 
of  reserve  component  commissioned  officers; 

Whereas,  you  were  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  U.S.  Involvement  in 
southeast  Asia  in  1970,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Missing  Persons  in 
Southeast  Asia  in  1975-1976,  and  Chairman  of  the  Special  House  Committee  on 
Southeast  Asia  in  1978,  and  leader  of  the  House  delegation  accepting  the  return  of 
the  first  set  of  American  remains  from  North  Korea  in  1990; 

Whereas,  you,  at  President  Ronald  Reagan's  invitation,  led  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives delegation  to  observe  presidential  elections  in  El  Salvador  in  1984; 

Whereas,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  appointed  you  to  lead  the  official  House  dele- 
gation to  both  the  40th  and  50th  anniversaries  of  the  D-Day  invasion  at  Normandy, 
France; 

Whereas,  you,  always  a  strong  advocate  of  the  youth  of  America,  worked  to  pro- 
mote and  sustain  the  National  Guard  Challenge  Program  for  at-risk  young  Ameri- 
cans; and 

Whereas,  while  the  rifle  has  always  been  known  as  the  solider's  best  friend,  you 
have  rightly  earned  the  reputation  as  "the  American  solider's  second-best  friend," 
for  your  constant  devotion  to  the  needs  of  the  men  and  women  who  serve  this  Na- 
tion in  uniform;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  recognition  of  your  life-long  service  as  citizen,  solider,  legislator 
and  patriot,  we,  the  Members  of  the  Committee  on  National  Security,  offer  you  our 
commendation  and  appreciation  for  your  unique  and  exemplary  accomplishments; 
and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  thanks  you  for  your  leadership  and  your  friendship. 
We  will  miss  you  and  we  wish  you  well. 

The  Chairman.  Any  corrections  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion? All  those  in  favor,  would  you  say  aye. 

Those  opposed,  no. 

The  ayes  have  it.  The  resolution  is  agreed  to. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  now  consider  the  resolution 
concerning  the  gentlelady  from  Colorado,  Pat  Schroeder.  The  Chair 
recognizes  the  gentleman  from  California. 

Mr.  Dellums.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  Pat  Schroe- 
der's  public  service  began  over  30  years  ago  as  a  field  attorney  for 
the  National  Labor  Relations  Board  followed  by  a  stint  in  aca- 
demia.  Since  then,  she  has  won  two  primary  and  12  general  elec- 
tions in  serving  the  people  of  the  1st  District  of  Colorado  since 
1973.  In  addition  to  the  National  Security  Committee,  Pat  has 
served  on  the  Post  Office  and  Civil  Service  Committee  and  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  where  she  continues  to  serve  today. 


Insightful  and  witty,  Pat  has  unequivocally  earned  a  national 
reputation  as  perhaps  the  Nation's  foremost  leader  on  women,  chil- 
dren, and  family  issues.  More  importantly,  she  accepted  this  chal- 
lenge and  tirelessly  worked  for  justice  on  these  issues  at  a  time 
when  it  was  a  thankless  struggle  and  not  the  politically  correct 
thing  it  has  become  today.  The  Congressional  leadership  positions 
she  has  held,  her  legislative  accomplishments,  board  memberships 
and  affiliations,  honors  and  awards  and  published  writings  are  too 
numerous  to  mention.  Nevertheless,  they  set  unimpeachable  stand- 
ards for  involvement  at  the  national  level  by  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  proved  again  and  again  that  a  single 
member  can  make  a  profound  difference. 

I  will  remember  Pat  as  a  member  who  always  had  the  courage 
of  her  convictions,  who  never  shrank  from  those  convictions,  and 
who  was  never  intimidated  by  long  odds.  I  also  remember  that  her 
peerless  record  of  accomplishments  is  a  wonderful  legacy  to  leave 
the  rest  of  us,  to  remind  us  why  we  are  here,  to  remind  us  what 
we  can  accomplish  at  the  national  level,  and  to  inspire  us  to  move 
beyond  political  expediency,  and  to  cope  with  the  daily  frustrations 
of  our  routine. 

I  understand  that  Pat  will  begin  her  life  after  Congress  in  aca- 
demia  having  accepted  a  teaching  position  at  Princeton  University. 
We  in  the  Nation  will  miss  Pat  in  more  ways  than  we  can  know 
at  this  moment.  Thank  you,  Pat  Schroeder.  It  has  been  a  splendid 
journey  indeed. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  Any  other  members  that  would  like  to  be  recog- 
nized? If  not,  we  have  made  provision  for  anyone  to  put  comments 
in  the  record,  so  it  will  remain  open.  In  any  event  Ms.  Schroeder 
is  not  here,  so  she  will  not  be  able  to  comment  on  what  has  been 
said. 

The  Clerk  will  now  report  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Ellis.  Resolution  honoring  the  Honorable  Patricia  Schroe- 
der, Representative  in  Congress  from  the  1st  District  of  Colorado: 

Whereas,  you,  Congresswoman  Schroeder,  were  elected  to  the  93rd  Congress  in 
November  1972  and  have  been  reelected  to  each  succeeding  Congress; 

Whereas,  in  1973,  you  became  the  first  Democratic  woman  Member  of  the  then 
Armed  Services  Committee,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  Representative  Katherine 
St.  George  (Republican  from  New  York); 

Whereas,  you  have  been  active  in  the  debates  on  the  major  defense  issues  of  the 
past  24  years,  including  issues  relating  to  defense  spending,  draft  registration,  arms 
control,  burdensharing,  overseas  troop  reductions,  military  personnel  and  their  fam- 
ilies, dual  use  technologies,  and  military  health  care; 

Whereas,  in  the  99th  Congress,  you  spearheaded  efforts  that  resulted  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Military  Family  Act,  improving  living  conditions  of  service  members, 
their  spouses,  and  children,  and  throughout  your  service  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  worked  vigorously  to  enhance  the  well-being  of  military  families,  and 
the  treatment  of  service  widows  and  former  spouses  of  service  members; 

Whereas,  you  served  with  distinction  in  the  100th  Congress  as  Chairwoman  of  the 
Armed  Services  Committee's  Defense  Burdensharing  Panel,  leading  a  comprehen- 
sive committee  effort  to  assess  the  costs  and  benefits  of  our  mutual  defense  alli- 
ances, and  since  that  time  have  continued  to  be  one  of  Congress'  most  outspoken 
advocates  of  defense  burdensharing; 

Whereas,  you  served  as  Chairwoman  of  the  Military  Installations  and  Facilities 
Subcommittee  during  the  101st  and  102nd  Congresses  and  Chairwoman  of  the  Re- 
search and  Technology  Subcommittee  during  the  103rd  Congress; 

Whereas,  as  Chairwoman  of  the  Research  and  Technology  Subcommittee  in  the 
103rd  Congress  you  worked  tirelessly  to  protect  the  Nation's  research  and  develop- 
ment technology  base  and  strove  for  a  more  efficient,  national  industrial  base 
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through  greater  emphasis  on  dual  use  technologies  in  the  defense  and  commercial 
sector;  and 

Whereas,  throughout  your  service  you  persistently  sought  fair  treatment  of  and 
expanded  roles  for  women  in  the  military  and  combated  sexual  discrimination  and 
harassment  in  the  military;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  recognition  of  your  years  of  outstanding  service,  we,  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  National  Security,  offer  our  appreciation  and  commenda- 
tion on  your  distingmshed  service;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  thanks  you  for  your  leadership  and  your  friendship. 
We  wish  you  and  your  family  well. 

The  Chairman.  Any  corrections  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion? All  those  in  favor  say  aye? 

Those  opposed,  no. 

The  ayes  have  it  and  the  resolution  is  agreed  to. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  The  committee  will  now  consider  the  resolution 
honoring  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  Glen  Browder. 

Mr.  Dellums. 

Mr.  Dellums.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  Glen  Browder's  elected 
public  service  began  14  years  ago  when  he  was  elected  to  the  Ala- 
bama House  of  Representatives  in  1982.  He  was  later  elected  Sec- 
retary of  State  in  1986.  Most  recently  elected  to  serve  the  people 
of  the  3rd  Congressional  District  of  Alabama  in  1989  in  a  special 
election  to  fill  the  seat  of  the  late  Bill  Nichols,  a  former  member 
of  this  committee. 

In  addition  to  his  National  Security  Committee  assignment,  Glen 
has  served  on  the  Budget  Committee  while  on  leave  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Science.  In  1992,  Glen  chaired  a  committee  inquiry  into 
countering  the  chemical  and  biological  weapons  threat  in  the  Post- 
Soviet  World  that  led  to  legislation  that  for  the  first  time  inte- 
grated and  focused  a  desperate  set  of  under-funded  chemical,  bio- 
logical defense  programs. 

In  addition,  he  has  undertaken  major  initiatives  to  improve  the 
safety  of  our  chemical  weapons  destruction  program  and  cham- 
pioned the  cause  of  Persian  Gulf  War  veterans  in  seeking  to  learn 
the  extent  to  which  they  may  have  been  exposed  to  chemical  agents 
during  that  conflict.  As  a  chairman  and  co-chairman  of  the  House 
Depot  Caucus,  Glen  has  provided  the  inspiration  and  the  leader- 
ship to  set  the  Department  of  Defense  on  a  path  that  will  establish 
a  comprehensive  depot  maintenance  policy  while  assuring  contin- 
ued public  sector  participation  in  the  $15  billion  maintenance 
budget  at  19  facilities. 

As  a  tribute  to  Glen,  I  will  always  remember  him  as  the  member 
who  had  the  foresight  to  quietly,  purposefully,  and  effectively  pur- 
sue the  issues  of  chemical,  biological  weapons  defense  and  the  fu- 
ture of  public  depots  before  they  came  into  vogue  as  issues  of  the 
day.  In  doing  this,  he  leaves  us  all  better  prepared  to  deal  with 
these  intractable  issues  in  the  future.  I  do  not  as  of  this  moment 
know  what  Glen  plans  after  leaving  Congress,  but  I  expect  he  will 
soon  turn  up  in  the  academic  or  public  sector  once  again.  I  do 
know,  however,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  depot  caucus  will  never  be 
the  same. 

I  want  to  thank  Glen  for  his  service  and  I  will  miss  him  greatly 
and  on  behalf  of  all  of  my  colleagues,  thank  you  for  your  service 
here. 

[Applause.] 
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The  Chairman.  I  think  as  Chair  I  think  I  should  say  something 
at  this  point  even  though,  as  I  said,  all  of  the  members  will  have 
an  opportunity  for  the  record  to  put  in  their  feelings  about  our 
friend  and  colleague,  Glen  Browder. 

Glen  joined  the  committee  a  few  years  ago  following  the  untimely 
death  of  Bill  Nichols,  as  most  of  you  remember.  That  is  a  tough  act 
to  follow.  Bill  had  been  around  for  a  long  time  and  made  a  big  con- 
tribution to  the  work  of  this  committee  and  served  his  country  well, 
but  Glen  has  done  well  too.  He  has  done  it  in  the  best  of  spirit. 
He  has  done  it  well. 

Applying  the  knowledge  and  skill  that  he  obtained  in  educating 
Alabama  political  science  students  for  almost  20  years,  Glen  has 
distinguished  himself  on  this  committee  as  a  determined  defender 
of  his  constituents  in  all  who  served  in  uniform.  If  anyone  should 
doubt  this,  I  would  like  them  to  check  with  the  Army  about  that 
museum  they  put  so  much  emphasis  on  in  the  last  year. 

And  I  want,  on  a  personal  note  also,  recognize  Glen's  wife,  Becky, 
who  along  with  Glen  is  a  native  of  South  Carolina  and  that  speaks 
well  for  both  of  them.  I  want  to  welcome  you  to  this  committee  too, 
Becky,  and  thank  you  for  allowing  us  to  have  the  services  of  Glen 
for  all  these  years.  I  join  Glen's  many  friends  on  this  committee  on 
wishing  him  well  in  whatever  he  decides  to  do  in  the  future. 

If  there  is  no  other  discussion,  we  will  recognize  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  Mr.  Glen  Browder. 

Mr.  Browder.  Very  briefly,  Mr.  Chairman.  Thank  you  and  Mr. 
Dellums,  thank  you  for  those  remarks.  Service  in  the  Congress  and 
on  this  committee  has  been  the  highlight  of  my  public  career  and 
it  makes  me  think  that  I  was  right  when  I  said  on  election  night, 
after  I  had  lost  the  city  election  that,  believe  it  or  not,  I  am  the 
happiest  man  in  the  world.  Part  of  that  is  because  of  the  service 
with  members  such  as  on  this  committee.  And  I  will  respond  to  one 
thing,  both  you  mentioned  it,  you  do  not  know  what  I  am  going  to 
be  doing.  I  am  reminded  of  Bill  Dickinson's  comment.  You  may  re- 
member at  his  reception  when  he  was  leaving  he  said  he  wanted 
to  address  all  the  questions  about  what  he  was  going  to  be  doing, 
he  said,  I  do  not  know  for  sure,  but  I  am  open  for  offers.  Thank 
you. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  The  clerk  will  report  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Ellis.  Resolution  honoring  the  Honorable  Glen  Browder, 
Representative  in  Congress  from  the  3rd  District  of  Alabama: 

Whereas,  you,  Congressman  Browder,  were  elected  to  the  101st  Congress  on  April 
4,  1989,  in  a  special  election  and  have  been  reelected  to  each  succeeding  Congress; 

Whereas,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  late  Congressman  Bill  Nichols,  you 
began  your  service  on  the  then  Committee  on  Armed  Services  in  the  fall  of  1989; 

Whereas,  you  have  served  since  1989  on  the  Military  Installations  and  Facilities 
Subcommittee  and  since  1993  on  the  Military  Readiness  Subcommittee,  and  you 
previously  served  on  the  Research  and  Development  Subcommittee  and  the  former 
Investigations  and  Oversight  Subcommittee; 

Whereas,  during  the  104th  Congress  you  have  served  as  the  Ranking  Democrat 
Member  of  the  Special  Oversight  Panel  on  Morale,  Welfare  and  Recreation; 

Whereas,  in  1992  you  chaired  a  special  Armed  Services  Committee  inquiry, 
"Countering  the  Chemical  and  Biological  Weapons  Threat  in  the  Post-Soviet  World," 
resulting  in  Title  XVII  of  Public  Law  103-160,  which  strengthened  the  U.S.  mili- 
tary's chemical  and  biological  defense  program  into  an  integrated  and  coordinated 
effort; 
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Whereas,  your  efforts  to  safeguard  the  ability  of  our  Nation's  military  men  and 
women  to  fight  and  win  in  a  chemical  environment  have  resulted  in  annual  in- 
creases in  funding  for  chemical  and  biological  defenses  at  a  time  when  the  threat 
from  weapons  of  mass  destruction  is  increasing  worldwide; 

Whereas,  you  worked  diligently  through  the  1991,  1993  and  1995  base  closure 
rounds  to  ensure  the  uninterrupted  operation  of  the  U.S.  Army  Chemical  and  Mili- 
tary Police  Schools  and  to  keep  the  Chemical  Defense  Training  Facility  intact 
through  1999; 

Whereas,  you  have  championed  the  cause  of  Persian  Gulf  War  veterans  who  are 
suffering  from  unexplained  illnesses  and  have  sought  to  learn  the  extent  to  which 
U.S.  troops  might  have  been  exposed  to  chemical  agents  in  the  Persian  Gulf  theater 
and  to  probe  the  Department  of  Defense's  handling  of  chemical  detections  in  the 
Gulf  War  theater; 

Whereas,  as  representative  of  one  of  the  eight  Congressional  districts  housing 
stockpiles  of  obsolete  chemical  weapons,  you  have  undertaken  major  initiatives  to 
enhance  the  safety  of  the  chemical  weapons  destruction  program; 

Whereas,  you  reactivated  the  House  Depot  Caucus  in  1992  and  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  bipartisan  organization  in  the  102nd  and  103rd  Congresses; 

Whereas,  in  the  104th  Congress  as  co-chairman  of  the  House  Depot  Caucus  you 
led  a  successful  effort  to  set  the  Department  of  Defense  on  a  path  toward  establish- 
ing a  comprehensive  depot  maintenance  policy  for  our  Nation  while  assuring  contin- 
ued public-sector  participation  in  the  depot-meiintenance  program;  and 

Whereas,  your  service  in  the  United  States  Congress  was  the  logical  extension  of 
your  chosen  life's  work — the  study  and  teaching  of  political  science — from  your  pro- 
fessorship at  Jacksonville  State  University,  to  your  service  in  the  Alabama  House 
of  Representatives  and  as  Alabama  Secretary  of  State;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  recognition  of  your  outstanding  service,  we  the  Members  of  the 
Committee  on  National  Security,  offer  our  thanks  and  congratulations  on  your  dis- 
tinguished service,  and  wish  you  well  as  you  embark  on  new  endeavors;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  thanks  you  for  your  leadership  and  your  friendship. 
We  wish  you  and  your  family  well. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  Any  corrections  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion? Those  in  favor  will  say  aye? 

Those  opposed,  no. 

The  ayes  have  it.  The  resolution  is  agreed  to.  The  committee  will 
now  consider  the  resolution  honoring  the  gentleman  from  Texas, 
Mr.  Pete  Geren. 

Mr.  Dellums. 

Mr.  Dellums.  Thank  you.  Mr.  Chairman,  Pete  Geren's  public 
service  began  in  1983  when  he  served  as  executive  assistant  to 
then  Senator  Lloyd  Bentsen.  Most  recently  Pete  has  served  the 
people  of  the  12th  Congressional  District  of  Texas  since  1989  when 
he  was  elected  in  a  special  election  to  fill  the  seat  of  Jim  Wright, 
then  Speaker  of  the  House  resigned.  Initially  assigned  to  the 
Transportation  and  Science  Committees,  Pete  joined  this  committee 
in  1993.  Today  he  serves  on  the  Transportation  Committee  as  well. 

Pete  has  dedicated  himself  to  furthering  the  cause  of  military 
and  aerospace  interest  among  many  other  interests  in  and  around 
his  district.  Most  notably  I  have  observed  his  extraordinary  ability 
to  gain  the  support  of  virtually  the  entire  Texas  delegation  for  an- 
nual allocations  for  a  number  of  very  important  programs.  In  addi- 
tion, Pete  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the  Naval  Air  Station 
at  Fort  Worth  as  a  joint  reserve  base  located  on  what  was  then 
Carswell  Air  Force  Base  closed  by  the  base  realignment  and  clo- 
sure process  in  1991. 

I  will  remember  Pete  as  a  member  consistently  devoted  to  serv- 
ing the  people  of  his  district.  His  constituents,  in  my  humble  opin- 
ion, could  not  have  been  better  served  by  a  more  diligent  represent- 
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ative.  I  personally,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  remember  Pete  Geren  as 
one  member  that  at  some  level  we  were  able  to  touch  on  a  personal 
level.  We  have  talked  with  each  other  as  colleagues,  as  men,  as 
parents,  and  as  just  human  beings  trying  to  make  it  all  work.  I  feel 
for  one,  that  I  am  richer  for  those  important  and  touching  and  very 
real  moments.  Pete  has  not  announced  his  plans  after  Congress, 
but  we  understand  that  whatever  they  are,  they  will  be  in  Fort 
Worth  and  they  will  bring  him  closer  to  his  family  and  to  his  chil- 
dren. 

Thank  you,  Pete,  we  will  all  miss  you  very,  very  much. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  Let  me  just  briefly  comment  too.  I  could  read  the 
resolution  which  will  set  forth  a  lot  of  things  that  have  already 
been  said  and  said  well  by  Mr.  Dellums.  But  I  would  like  to  just 
bring  up  something  that  has  not  been  touched  on  too  much.  Pete 
Geren  comes  to  us,  as  many  have  done  from  Texas  in  the  past.  He 
follows  that  long  line  of  independent-minded  Texans  who  have 
demonstrated  time  and  time  again  their  commitment  to  a  strong, 
national  defense  and  the  interest  of  their  constituents.  Pete's  deter- 
mination to  maintain  a  strong  military  has  been  matched  only  by 
his  spirit  of  productive,  low  key  bipartisanship.  And  I  want  to  em- 
phasize that  bipartisanship.  I  know  of  no  one  on  this  committee 
who  has  been  more  bipartisan  in  his  outlook  than  Pete  Geren. 
There  always  are  times  when  people  on  both  sides  of  the  aisle  get 
pretty  partisan,  even  on  this  committee,  and  we  like  to  think  this 
is  the  least  partisan  of  all  committees  that  we  have  in  the  House. 
But  Pete  Geren  is  one  of  the  most  bipartisan  people  I  know.  I  do 
not  think  he's  got  a  partisan  bone  in  his  body,  at  least  he  has  not 
shown  it  to  us. 

We  will  all  miss  Pete's  service  on  this  committee.  I  know  we  have 
gone  to  him  on  many  occasions  to  get  him  to  help  us  bridge  the  gap 
when  we  do  have  partisan  differences  and  he  has  always  responded 
and  helped.  And  he  has  meant  a  lot  to  me  personally  as  to  the 
overall  work  of  this  committee.  I  wish  you  well,  Pete,  in  whatever 
you  do  and  may  our  maker  continue  to  look  after  you. 

Mr.  Weldon  wants  to  say  something. 

Mr.  Weldon.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  could  not  let  this  time 
go  by  without  speaking  about  my  good  friend,  Pete  Geren.  I  agree 
with  everything  that  has  been  said  by  both  you  and  Mr.  Dellums. 
I  have  gotten  to  know  Pete  over  his  tenure  on  the  committee  and 
our  battles  to  save  the  V-22,  among  other  things,  and  we  have  be- 
come good  friends.  I  have  been  to  his  district  several  times  and  got- 
ten to  know  the  people  he  represents  so  ably. 

I  remember  being  interviewed  by  Ron  Hutchison,  a  reporter  for 
the  Fort  Worth  Star  Telegram.  A  couple  of  days  after,  Pete  made 
a  surprise  announcement  that  he  was  not  going  to  run  again.  And 
I  said  to  Ron  that  it  is  a  real  tragedy  not  just  for  Texas'  Congres- 
sional District  that  Pete  represents  but  for  this  Nation  because 
Pete  Geren  is  the  type  of  person  that  all  of  us  want  to  see  serve 
as  a  member  of  Congress.  He  is  just  the  epitome,  I  think,  of  what 
a  member  should  be.  And  as  a  Republican,  I  am  proud  to  say  those 
words  publicly. 

Pete  has  had  a  real  impact  both  on  the  committee  and  the  Con- 
gress and  his  impact  has  been  felt  usually  in  a  very  quiet  way.  But 
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there  was  one  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  where  his  impact  was  felt  in  a 
not  so  quiet  way.  And  Pete  is  going  to  smile  as  I  relate  this  one 
story,  but  Pete  I  cannot  let  you  leave  this  committee  because  it 
could  have  been  an  international  incident. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  were  on  the  first  delegation  into  Kuwait  City  a 
week  after  Kuwait  had  been  liberated.  We  were  there  at  the  guest 
of  the  Ambassador  and  now  Minister  of  Information  in  Kuwait, 
Saud  El  Saba,  who  is  a  good  friend  of  both  of  ours.  Pete  found  out 
that  I  was  going  to  stay  overnight  in  the  Kuwait  City  to  kind  of 
get  a  feel  for  what  the  residents  of  Kuwait,  because  of  the  criticism 
in  the  media,  that  they  really  did  not  care  and  they  were  all 
wealthy,  and  we  were  going  to  go  off  on  our  own  without  our  State 
Department  and  without  the  Kuwait  government  with  us.  So  Pete 
said  to  me,  I  want  to  stay  with  you  and  John  Kasich  who  was  on 
the  trip  said  the  same  thing.  So  Pete,  John  Kasich  and  I  stayed  for 
several  nights  in  Kuwait  City.  A  week  after  the  liberation  had  oc- 
curred in  the  bombed  out  Kuwait  Hilton,  we  climbed  eight  floors 
up  and  slept  in  a  hotel  where  there  were  no  locks  on  the  doors,  no 
electricity,  no  running  water,  no  telephones,  nothing. 

We  had  a  bus  at  our  disposal  with  a  driver  who  was  a  constitu- 
ent of  mine  who  had  family  members  in  Kuwait.  We  were  going  to 
tour  the  city.  We  actually  had  three  town  meetings  in  Kuwait  that 
night  that  we  set  up  on  our  own  the  next  day  where  we  interacted 
with  the  Kuwait  people.  We  also  had  the  BBC  and  the  American 
news  media  with  us.  We  went  to  one  home  and  it  was  the  home 
of  a  relative  of  a  constituent  in  my  district  who  had  been  just  ter- 
ribly abused  by  Saddam's  people.  The  family  members  had  been 
tortured.  As  you  went  to  the  house,  they  had  no  electricity  and 
they  let  us  in  the  door.  They  had  guns  that  they  were  using  to  pro- 
tect themselves  after  having  been  tortured  by  the  Army  of  Saddam 
and  they  were  still  in  the  state  of  terror.  But  they  were  very  proud 
of  their  home.  Their  home  was  very  well  kept  and  they  were  very 
proud  that  they  had  weathered  the  storm.  In  fact,  the  man  of  the 
house  showed  us  a  gun  wound  that  he  had  conflicted  on  his  back. 

As  we  were  listening  to  their  story  and  they  were  talking  about 
how  they  were  so  relieved  that  America  had  come  to  their  aid  and 
there  was  quiet  in  the  room  as  the  TV  stations  were  filming  the 
interview  with  these  people,  there  was  a  loud  crash  and  a  boom 
and  we  realized  that  Congressman  Pete  Geren  had  just  sat  down 
on  their  coffee  table  and  broken  the  glass  table  into  about  5,000 
pieces.  So  these  people  had  gone  through  Desert  Storm;  they  had 
survived  Saddam,  but  they  had  not  survived  the  American  Con- 
gressman from  Texas. 

Pete  is  a  genuine  human  being  who  all  of  us  who  know  him  well 
respect  and  admire.  And  Pete,  we  are  all  going  to  miss  you,  but  you 
can  leave  this  institution  knowing  that  the  country  is  better  for  the 
job  that  you  have  done. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Edwards. 

Mr.  Edwards.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  fellow  Texan,  I  must  say  a 
brief  word  about  my  friend,  Pete  Geren.  I  think  the  record  will 
show  in  the  years  ahead  that  we  are  a  safer,  stronger  Nation  in 
the  world  today  because  of  Pete  Geren's  service.  And  I  could  dis- 
cuss at  length  the  accomplishments  and  the  programs  that  he  has 
fought  for  and  made  a  difference  for.  But  rather  than  talk  about 
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his  accomplishments  in  office,  I  think  one  thing  I  will  always  re- 
member Pete  Geren  for  is  why  he  chose  to  leave  office. 

I  was  on  the  floor  late  one  Thursday  night  last  year,  I  believe  in 
November  or  December,  and  we  had  just  found  out  that  we  were 
being  sessioned  the  next  day.  Pete's  little  daughter  was  having  her 
first  play  and  he  agonized  over  the  decision  of  whether  to  stay  here 
and  vote  for  his  constituents  or  to  go  home  and  see  his  daughter's 
first  play.  Knowing  Pete,  he  chose  to  serve  his  country  and 
stay  here  and  vote  for  his  constituents.  But  I  have  to  believe  in  my 
heart  that  moment  that  night  was  a  very  major  reason  why  Pete 
decided  to  leave  the  Congress  for  the  right  reasons,  someone  who 
clearly,  I  believe,  would  have  been  reelected  in  his  district  without 
difficulty,  had  he  decided  to  run  again. 

So  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  want  the  record  to  show  that  Pete 
Geren  came  to  Congress  to  serve  his  country  and  he  chose  to  leave 
Congress  to  serve  his  family.  And  I  cannot  think  of  any  better  leg- 
acy to  leave.  Thank  you. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Montgomery. 

Mr.  Montgomery.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  also  will  be  brief. 
I  want  to  talk  about  Glen  and  Becky  Browder.  We  got  to  know  each 
other  flying  from  Atlanta  up  to  Washington  over  the  years  we  were 
together  and  Glen's  district  and  mine,  they  do  not  join  exactly  but 
our  States  are  connected,  so  we  have  had  a  lot  of  things  in  com- 
mon. And  he  and  I  spent  much  time  sitting  on  the  Base  Closure 
Commission,  a  lot  of  time  at  the  Fort  McClellan  and  now  at  my 
home  base  in  Meridian.  Glen  saved  that  base  twice  and  he  ran  out 
of  steam  and  did  not  make  the  third  time,  but  it  is  still  there  and 
it  is  going  to  stay  there  for  a  long  time  on  account  of  Glen. 

Pete  Geren  is  such  a  fair-minded,  independent  thinker  and  real- 
ly, Mr.  Chairman,  he  really  has  more  friends  probably  than  any  of 
us,  individual  friends,  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  spends 
as  much  time,  as  Mr.  Dellums  mentioned,  talking  to  people.  He  is 
one  of  the  few  around  here  that  really  listens  when  you  talk  to  him 
which  is  a  great  trait.  But  Pete,  you  will  be  missed  as  much  as 
anybody  and  I  certainly  enjoyed  our  friendship  and  our  paths  will 
cross. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Ortiz. 

Mr.  Ortiz.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  include  something  more  serious 
for  the  record,  but  for  the  time  being  I  think  that  I  am  going  to 
say  a  little  bit  about  the  other  side  of  Pete  Geren.  I  would  like  to 
echo  what  has  been  said.  Pete  is  very  honest  and  a  very  dedicated 
individual.  I  think  I  have  an  idea  of  what  he  is  going  to  do.  He  is 
going  to  do  research  and  a  lot  of  study  because  for  two  years,  he 
was  misleading  the  constituents  from  Texas  about  the  chandelier 
that  we  had  in  the  Speaker's  dining  room.  He  said  that  Paul  Re- 
vere had  brought  it  in  and  he  had  built  it  and  everything  else,  and 
then  we  found  out  that  we  had  35  chandeliers  like  that  here 
throughout  the  Capitol.  Chet,  I  think  that  you  were  also  a  little 
embarrassed  and  Pete  is  going  to  get  out  to  correct  that  and  then 
run  again  and  come  back  and  come  back  here  with  the  real  story. 
Am  I  correct? 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Sisisky. 

Mr.  Sisisky.  I  was  not  going  to  speak  and  I  will  write.  But  I 
want  to  talk  a  little  bit  about  something  very  personal  to  me  that 
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I  know  Glen  Browder  and  Pete  Geren  and  others,  and  particularly 
those  on  this  committee  have  done  for  me.  Sonny  Montgomery  led 
the  prayer  breakfast  and  if  you  do  not  believe  in  prayer  you  can 
look  at  me  right  now.  One  year  ago  and  three  weeks,  the  doctor 
told  me  that  I  had  a  50/50  chance  of  living  and  a  lot  of  you  prayed 
for  me  and  this  is  a  personal  privilege  now  of  me  saying  that  it 
worked.  I  was  released  four  weeks  ago  after  52  weeks  of  chemo- 
therapy. And  I  just  want  you  to  know,  all  of  you  that  are  leaving 
and  all  of  you  that  are  here,  how  much  I  appreciate  what  you  have 
done  because  I  love  living  and  I  am  having  a  great  time. 

Thank  you  so  much. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  We  are  pleased  you  are  living,  Mr.  Sisisky.  Mr. 
Geren. 

Mr.  Geren.  Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Ranking  Member  and 
my  colleagues.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  I  have  enjoyed  my  ten- 
ure on  this  committee.  I  really  look  around  this  room  and  so  many 
wonderful  memories  of  the  last  several  years  are  here  and  I  can 
look  at  each  one  of  you  and  have  a  memory,  something  I  have 
learned  from  each  of  you.  And  I  can  just  say  without  qualification, 
the  friendships  on  this  committee,  the  opportunity  to  work  on  this 
committee  have  meant  more  to  me  than  anything  in  my  profes- 
sional life. 

It  is  important  to  be  brief  at  a  time  such  as  this,  but  I  feel  like 
I  have  got  a  little  anecdote  on  every  one  of  you  and  something  that 
I  have  learned.  I  remember  my  first  contact  with  Ron  Dellums  was 
when  he  spoke  at  the  prayer  breakfast  and  he  offered  some  obser- 
vations about  life  in  this  Congress.  I  think  I  had  just  been  in  the 
Congress  a  month  or  two  when  he  spoke  and  he  offered  some  obser- 
vations that  day  that  I  carry  with  me  to  this  day  and  some  insights 
and  some  little  pearls  of  wisdom  that  have  continued  to  mean  a  lot 
to  me. 

I  guess  the  other  person  that  impacted  me  very  quickly  was  Curt 
Weldon.  I  learned  quickly  through  working  with  Curt  what  enthu- 
siasm and  tenacity  can  mean  in  this  place  and  a  commitment  to 
ideals  that  you  believe  in  and  his  example  taught  me  a  great  deal. 
And  I  look  around  this  room  and  I  do  not  know  really  where  to 
stop.  We  have  all  had  a  wonderful  opportunity  in  the  last  couple 
of  months  to  reflect  on  what  Sonny  Montgomery  has  meant  to  each 
of  us  and  he  has  taught  all  of  us  a  lot  and  about  how  you  should 
treat  other  folks.  I  feel  my  life  has  been  enriched  by  that  experi- 
ence. 

My  colleagues  in  the  Texas  delegation,  we  were  blessed  with  hav- 
ing such  a  great  delegation  and  friends  that  stick  together,  that 
help  each  other  out,  both  on  personal  levels.  And  Solomon  and 
Chet  and  Frank,  being  in  the  delegation  with  you  all  has  meant  so 
much.  Sisisky,  I  will  never  forget  3:00  in  the  morning  in  Chicago 
with  all  those  beautiful  young  girls.  I  will  qualify  that.  We  had  the 
good  fortune  in  Chicago  to  fall  in  with  Gary  Condick  and  his 
daughter,  so  we  spent  the  time  with  Gary  watching  over  his  daugh- 
ter and  Sisisky  and  I,  we  felt  like  we  had  a  full  head  of  hair  hang- 
ing around  those  25  year  old  girls.  We  had  some  great  memories. 

Glen  and  I  came  in  at  the  same  time  and  went  through  a  lot  of 
the  same  experiences.  Tanner  and  I  worked  a  lot  together  as  blue 
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dogs.  I  will  just  quote — Lou  Gehrig  and  Glen  Browder,  I  just  feel 
like  the  luckiest  man  alive  to  have  had  this  experience  and  I  really 
thank  you  for  the  chance  and  the  courtesies  you  all  have  all  shown 
me  and  the  help  you  have  shown  me  over  the  years,  and  the  les- 
sons that  I  will  always  carry  with  me  from  this  experience.  But  I 
thank  you  all  very  much,  everyone  of  you. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  The  clerk  will  report  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Ellis.  Resolution  honoring  the  Honorable  Pete  Geren,  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress  from  the  12th  District  of  Texas: 

Whereas,  you,  Congressman  Geren,  were  elected  to  the  101st  Congress  in  a  spe- 
cial election  on  September  12,  1989,  and  have  been  reelected  to  each  succeeding 
Congress; 

Whereas,  you,  of  the  University  of  Texas  and  the  University  of  Texas  Law  School, 
served  your  community  as  an  attorney  and  small  businessman; 

Whereas,  you  served  as  executive  assistant  to  former  Senator  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  Lloyd  Bentsen; 

Whereas,  as  a  member  of  the  Armed  Services  Committee  in  the  103rd  Congress 
and  the  National  Security  Committee  in  the  104th  Congress,  you  have  served  on 
the  Military  Procurement  and  Military  Research  and  Development  Subcommittees; 

Whereas,  you  have  worked  selflessly  to  improve  the  lives  and  futures  of  your  con- 
stituents employed  by  the  defense  industry; 

Whereas,  you  have  been  instrumental  in  ensuring  continued  production  of  the  Air 
Force's  F-16  multi-role  fighter,  the  Marine  Corps'  V-22  tilt-rotor  aircraft,  and  the 
Army's  Armed  Kiowa  Warrior  scout  helicopter  despite  the  Department  of  Defense's 
plan  to  terminate  each  of  these  programs; 

Whereas,  you  were  instrumental  in  obtaining  a  reprieve  from  closure  for  Carswell 
Air  Force  Base,  which  will  remain  open  as  the  Naval  Air  Station  Fort  Worth  Joint 
Reserve  Base; 

Whereas,  members  of  the  military  owe  you  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  your  tireless 
efforts  to  ensure  that  the  Nation  Hves  up  to  its  commitment  to  the  men  and  women 
of  the  Armed  Forces;  and 

Whereas,  the  committee  has  benefited  from  your  counsel,  knowledge,  and  the  bi- 
partisan spirit  you  have  displayed  in  dealing  with  the  many  difficult  national  secu- 
rity issues  and  questions  of  our  time;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  recognition  of  your  outstanding  service,  we  the  Members  of  the 
Committee  on  National  Security,  offer  our  thanks  and  congratulations  on  your  dis- 
tinguished service,  and  wish  you  well  as  you  embark  on  new  endeavors;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  thanks  you  for  your  leadership  and  your  friendship. 
We  wish  you  and  your  family  well  as  you  return  to  the  Lone  Star  State. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  Corrections  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution? 
Those  in  favor  will  say  aye. 

Those  opposed,  no. 

The  ayes  have  it.  The  resolution  is  agreed  to. 

The  committee  will  now  consider  the  resolution  concerning  the 
gentleman  from  Florida,  Mr.  Peterson  who  unfortunately  cannot  be 
with  us  today. 

Mr.  Dellums. 

Mr.  Dellums.  Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  Chairman.  This  is  the 
last  of  the  members  who  will  be  leaving  this  committee.  It  is  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  do,  to  say  goodbye.  It  is  very  difficult. 

Pete  Peterson's  public  service  began  over  40  years  ago  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  Air  Force.  As  a  fighter  pilot  and  commander  for  26 
years,  he  served  in  worldwide  assignments,  including  combat  in 
Vietnam.  And  most  recently,  Pete  has  served  the  people  of  the  2nd 
Congressional  District  of  Florida  since  1991.  In  addition  to  his  Na- 
tional Security  Committee  assignment,  Pete  also  serves  on  the 
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Small  Business  Committee.  Pragmatic  and  hard-working,  Pete  has 
justifiably  earned  a  reputation  among  his  colleagues  as  a  leader  on 
issues  that  goes  beyond  the  norm  for  all  his  too  brief  tenure  here. 
Moreover,  this  fact  has  not  gone  unrecognized  by  the  Democratic 
leadership  as  evidenced  by  his  chairmanship  of  the  Democratic 
Budget  Group,  Co-chairman  of  the  Democratic  Task  Force  on  De- 
fense and  International  Relations,  and  Vice  Chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Steering  Committee. 

I  will  remember  Pete  as  a  humble  member  who  brought  his  con- 
siderable military  and  combat  experience  to  the  committee  in  a  fair 
and  even-handed  manner.  And  though  he  was  indeed  a  prisoner  of 
war  for  over  6  years,  he  never  chose  to  cash  in  on  that  experience, 
and  for  those  of  us  who  know  him,  knew  that  he  only  spoke  of  it 
if  someone  else  brought  it  up.  Although  he  never  sought  confronta- 
tion, he  never  backed  away  from  issues  he  believed  in.  Though 
leaving  the  Congress,  Pete  is  not  leaving  public  service.  He  will 
continue  as  the  United  States  Ambassador  to  Vietnam.  In  that  and 
all  future  endeavors,  I  know  that  I  echo  the  sentiments  of  all  of  my 
colleagues  when  we  say  we  wish  him  well. 

Thank  you,  Pete  Peterson.  We  will  miss  you  and  we  wish  you 
great  luck. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  As  Mr.  Dellums  said  and  others  too,  Pete  cannot 
be  with  us  today,  but  we  will  miss  him.  You  know  like  other  people 
in  this  body,  we  do  not  always  agree  on  issues  sometimes,  but 
when  Pete  spoke,  he  spoke  from  the  heart.  He  meant  it.  He  was 
dedicated  to  his  beliefs.  It  was  shown  also  by  his  service  to  our 
country  and  his  service  especially  in  Vietnam  and  during  the 
Cuban  Missile  Crisis. 

Looking  at  the  resolution,  which  we  will  have  read  in  a  little  bit 
before  us,  he  was  on  his  67th  combat  mission  over  North  Vietnam 
when  he  was  shot  down.  As  a  prisoner  of  war,  he  served  for  six  and 
one-half  years.  It  is  difficult  for  any  of  us  to  imagine  being  in  any 
kind  of  prison  anywhere  and  being  out  of  commission  for  six  and 
a  half  years.  What  that  experience  can  do  to  someone  as  a  prisoner 
of  war  is  hard  for  us  to  imagine.  How  he  could  come  back  with  any 
sense  about  him  and  take  up  a  life  that  he  took  up  going  on  to 
graduate  from  two  colleges  after  that  time,  coming  here  and  serv- 
ing on  this  committee  with  distinction,  serving  on  commissions  that 
he  served  on  over  the  period  of  time,  being  involved  in  all  the  legis- 
lation that  he  was  supporting  and  promoting,  one  in  particular 
awarded  the  Purple  Heart  for  victims  of  friendly  fire  which  is  an 
unusual  kind  of  a  thing  that  had  not  been  thought  of  before.  Serv- 
ing on  the  Joint  U.S. -Russian  Commission  on  POWs  and  MIAs,  he 
served  his  country  well  and  we  are  going  to  miss  him. 

Mr.  Bateman.  Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Bateman. 

Mr.  Bateman.  I  have  been  here  throughout  and  have  had  noth-_ 
ing  to  say.  I  do  not  want  anyone  to  think  that  that  is  because  I' 
do  not  have  anything  to  say  or  do  not  have  any  regard  for  these 
colleagues  who  are  leaving.  I  have  been  mute  more  in  a  decent  re- 
gard for  your  time  than  for  anything  else.  Even  as  to  my  friend. 
Sonny  Montgomery,  who  I  have  served  with  longer  and  know 
longer  than  any  of  the  others.  But  each  and  every  one  have  had 
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my  respect  when  I  have  served  with  them,  when  I  was  in  the  mi- 
nority and  many  of  them,  all  of  them  in  this  instance,  were  in  the 
majority.  All  of  them  have  been  exceedingly  kind,  gracious,  and 
thoughtful  in  their  dealings  with  me  when  we  became  a  part  of  the 
majority.  I  would  hope  that  that  is  the  way  all  of  the  members  of 
this  committee  would  always  act  and  react  toward  one  another.  We 
will  miss  you. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Montgomery. 

Mr.  Montgomery.  Mr.  Chairman,  Pete  Peterson,  as  Ron  men- 
tioned served  six  and  a  half  years  as  a  prisoner  of  war  and  some 
of  us  worked  very  hard  to  get  information  about  those  prisoners, 
but  as  Mr.  Dellums  said,  Pete  Peterson  never  goes  back  and  remi- 
nisce, maybe  if  you  talk  to  him  about  it,  he  will  mention  it.  He  has 
had  some  setbacks  and  sadnesses  since  he  has  been  on  this  com- 
mittee. And  I  know  I  am  correct,  he  lost  his  wife  several  years  ago 
and  it  looked  like  he  had  a  smooth  sailing  then  to  be  Ambassador 
to  Vietnam.  The  law  says,  if  you  are  a  sitting  member  of  Congress, 
you  cannot  accept  an  ambassadorship,  so  that  has  been  delayed, 
but  I  certainly  hope  that  in  this  next  year  that  he  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  serve  as  ambassador.  The  first  ambassador  after 
Vietnam  and  he  will  do  an  excellent  job. 

Thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Edwards. 

Mr.  Edwards.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  be  brief  in  my  final  com- 
ments, but  I  would  reflect  on  Pete  Peterson's  life  along  with  the 
service  of  all  of  the  others  we  honor  today  in  saying  that  I  only 
wish  those  who  make  a  lifetime  living  out  of  attacking  this  institu- 
tion and  all  who  serve  in  it  could  get  to  know  as  we  have  person- 
ally the  people  that  are  retiring.  Their  honesty,  integrity,  their 
love,  genuine  love  of  country,  their  commitment  to  fighting  for  the 
things  they  believe  in,  are  all  characteristics  that  I  would  think 
any  nation  would  want  in  its  public  servants  and  my  only  regret 
other  than  losing  the  service  of  these  great  friends  is  the  more  the 
American  people  do  not  get  to  know  the  human  beings  on  both 
sides  of  the  aisle  that  are  serving  this  institution  with  great  integ- 
rity, if  they  did  get  to  know  them  better,  the  respect  for  this  insti- 
tution would  be  so  much  greater  and  so  much  fairer  in  this  country 
today. 

Thanks  again  to  all  of  you  and  to  Pete  Peterson  who  gave  so 
much  of  his  life  for  his  country. 

The  Chairman.  Thank  you,  gentlemen,  as  I  keep  repeating,  we 
will  all  have  a  chance  to  expand  and  expound  on  our  comments  on 
these  gentlemen  and  lady  on  the  record.  The  clerk  will  report  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Ellis.  Resolution  honoring  the  Honorable  Pete  Peterson, 
Representative  in  Congress  from  the  2nd  District  of  Florida: 

Whereas,  you,  Congressman  Peterson,  were  elected  to  the  102nd  Congress  on  No- 
vember 6,  1990,  and  have  been  reelected  to  each  succeeding  Congress; 

Whereas,  you  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  after  graduation  from  high 
school  in  1954  and  retired  in  1980  after  attaining  the  grade  of  colonel,  serving  as 
a  Base  Commander  and  as  a  pilot  during  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  and  the  Vietnam 
War; 

Whereas,  you  on  your  67th  combat  mission  over  North  Vietnam,  were  shot  down 
near  Hanoi,  interned  in  North  Vietnam  as  a  prisoner  of  war  for  six  and  one  half 
years  and  returned  from  captivity  in  1973; 
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Whereas,  you  graduated  from  the  University  of  Tampa  in  1976  and  the  University 
of  Central  Michigan  in  1977; 

Whereas,  you  were  elected  to  the  National  Security  Committee  in  1995,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Military  Procurement,  Military  Installations  and  Facili- 
ties and  Military  Personnel  Subcommittees; 

Whereas,  you  fought  for  legislation  that  mandated  the  award  of  the  Purple  Heart 
for  the  victims  of  friendly  fire; 

Whereas,  you  sponsored  military  construction  projects  to  replace  inadequate,  sub- 
standard facilities  at  Tyndall  Air  Force  Base,  Florida,  that,  when  complete,  will 
greatly  enhance  combat  readiness; 

Whereas,  you  helped  to  focus  the  Department  of  Defense  on  family  housing  policy 
and  construction  issues,  resulting  in  more  eflicient  expenditure  of  construction  dol- 
lars while  enhancing  the  quality  of  life  for  service  members  and  their  families; 

Whereas,  you  served  as  a  member  of  the  U.S.-Russian  Joint  Commission  on  POW/ 
MIAs  and  worked  closely  with  Russian  officials  to  uncover  information  regarding 
missing  American  servicemen; 

Whereas,  you  initiated  a  Prisoner  of  War  coin  that  was  sold  to  raise  funding  to 
support  the  Prisoner  of  War  Museum  located  in  Andersonville,  Georgia;  and 

Whereas,  the  Committee  on  National  Security  and  American  servicemen  and 
women  around  the  world  have  benefited  from  your  broad  expertise  in  military  mat- 
ters, patriotic  spirit,  inspired  intelligence  and  common  sense;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Members  of  the  Committee  on  National  Security,  express 
to  you  our  appreciation  and  commendation  for  a  distinguished  career;  and  be  it  fur- 
ther 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  thanks  you  for  your  leadership  and  your  friendship. 
We  wish  you  and  your  family  well. 

[Applause.] 

The  Chairman.  Corrections  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution? 
Those  in  favor  will  say  aye. 

Those  opposed,  no. 

The  ayes  have  it.  The  resolution  is  agreed  to. 

Once  again,  I  want  to  thank  all  of  you  members  for  being  here 
today.  If  there  is  no  further  business,  the  meeting  will  be  ad- 
journed and  remember  that  we  have  a  reception  up  in  2212  com- 
mencing an  hour  ago,  I  think.  The  meeting  will  be  adjourned. 

[Whereupon,  at  5:04  p.m.,  the  committee  was  adjourned.] 

[Material  submitted  for  the  record  follows:] 
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Committee  on  9{ationa[ Security 
V,S.  Tfouse  of  ^presentatives 

Resolution  honoring 

the  Honorable  Gillespie  V.  (Sonny)  Montgomery 

Representative  in  Congress  from  the  3'''^  District  of  Mississippi 

September  25,  1996 


W. 
W. 


HEREAS,  you.  Congressman  Montgomery,  were  elected  to  the  90""  Congress  on  November  8, 
1966.  and  have  been  reelected  to  each  succeeding  Congress: 


HEREAS.  you  gave  the  nation  35  years  of  selfless  military  service,  beginning  in  1943  as  a  U.S. 
.  Army  private  and  ending  as  a  major  general  in  the  Mississippi  National  Guard,  with  such  notable 
accomplishments  as  being  awarded  the  Bronze  Star  for  Valor  and  the  Combat  Infantryman 's  Badge 
for  action  during  World  War  II  with  the  12'''  Armored  Division  in  Europe:  active  duty  service  with  the 
31"  Infantry  Division  during  the  Korean  War:  the  rescue  of  a  drowning  soldier  during  peacetime 
training  with  your  National  Guard  unit:  leading  the  armed  escort  providing  safe  passage  to  Jackson, 
Mississippi  for  participants  (including  future  Congressmen  John  Lewis  and  Bob  Filner)  in  the  Martin 
Luther  King  Freedom  Ride:  and.  for  years  during  your  reserve  military  career,  attending  all  required 
training,  while  serving  without  pay: 


W. 


HEREAS,  ha\ing  sought  membership  on  the  then  Committee  on  Armed  Services  because  you 
said  you  knew  more  about  national  defense  than  agriculture,  you  provided forcefiil.  inspirational, 
and  principled  leadership  for  25  years,  rising  to  become  the  senior  Democrat  on  the  committee,  as 
well  as  on  the  Subcommittees  on  Military  Personnel  and  Military  Installations  and  Facilities: 

HEREAS.  you  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Comminee  on  Veterans  Affairs  from  1981  to  1994  and 
became  known  as  "Mr.  Veteran:  " 


1^, 

1^; 


HEREAS.  you  became  extremely  knowledgeable  on  parliamentary  procedure  and  directly 
contributed  to  the  Committee  's  success  on  the  House  floor  by  always  making  yourself  available  to 
assist  with  the  Committee  s  floor  activities: 


W. 


HEREAS.  you.  having  fought  a  three-year  battle  against  both  the  Department  of  Defense  and 
the  Senate,  achieved  enactment  of  the  Montgomery  GI  Bill  in  1984.  legislation  which  is  now 
recognized  as  an  essential  ingredient  in  sustaining  America  s  all-volunteer  military: 
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w. 


HEREAS,  you,  as  "Mr.  National  Guard  and  Reserve,  "  gave  the  concept  of  "The  Total  Force 
fe  through  your  sustained  efforts  lo  bring  the  reserve  compone, 
and  to  compel  their  integration  into  the  national  military  strategy. 


life  through  your  sustained  efforts  to  bring  the  reserve  components  to  the  highest  levels  of  readiness 
•ompel  their  integration  into  the  national  military  strategy: 


w. 


HEREAS,  you  sponsored  the    "Montgomery  Procurement  Package  "  as  part  of  each  annual 
Defense  Authorization  Act.  thereby  ensuring  the  modernization  of  National  Guard  and  Reserve 
equipment: 


w. 


HEREAS.  you,  having  authored  the  "Montgomery  Amendment"  in  1987  and  successfully 
orchestrated  the  defense  of  that  law  against  challenges  that  carried  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
preserved  the  authority  of  Presidents  to  train  National  Guard  units  outside  the  borders  of  the  United 
Stales: 


(JAJj 


HEREAS,  you  authored  ami  directed  the  effort  leading  to  the  ertactment  of  the  Reserve  Officer 
V  Y  Personnel  Management  Act  in  1 994,  the  first  comprehensive  reform  in  more  than  45  years  of  laws 
governing  the  appointment,  promotion  and  separation  of  reserve  component  commissioned  officers: 


w. 


HEREAS,  you  were  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  U.S.  Involvement  in  Southeast  Asia  in 
1 9  70,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Missing  Persons  in  Southeast  Asia  in  1975-19  76,  and 
Chairman  of  I  he  Special  House  Committee  on  Southeast  Asia  in  1978  and  leader  of  the  House  delegation 
accepting  the  return  of  the  first  set  of  American  remains  from  North  Korea  in  1990: 


HEREAS.  you.  at  President  Ronald  Reagan  s  invitation,  led  the  House  of  Representatives 
delegation  to  observe  presidential  elections  In  El  Salvador  in  1984: 


HEREAS.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  appointed  you  to  lead  the  official  House  delegation  to  both 
the  40""  and  50'''  anniversaries  of  the  D-Day  Invasion  at  Normandy.  France: 

HEREAS.  you.  always  a  strong  advocate  of  the  youth  of  America,  worked  to  promote  and  sustain 
the  National  Guard  Challenge  Program  for  at-risk  young  Americans:  and 


HEREAS.  while  the  rifle  has  always  been  known  as  the  soldier  s  best  friend,  you  have  rightly 
earned  the  reputation  as  "the  American  soldier  s  second-best  friend,  "for  your  constant  devotion 
lo  the  needs  of  the  men  and  women  who  serve  this  nation  In  uniform:  therefore  be  It 


d^ 


ESOL  VED.  That  in  recognition  of  your  life-long  service  as  citizen,  soldier,  legislator  and  patriot, 
we.  the  Members  of  the  Committee  on  National  Security,  offer  you  our  commendation  and 
appreciation  for  your  unique  and  exemplary  accomplishments:  and  be  it  further 


d^: 


ESOLVED.  That  the  committee  thanks  you  for  your  leadership  and  your  friendship.  We  will 
miss  you  and  we  wish  you  well. 
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C^^^W; 


^*?W 


Committee  on  ^^ationaC Security 
VS  J-Coiise  of^presentatives 

Resolution  honoring  the  Honorable  Patricia  Schroeder 
Representative  in  Congress  from  the  P'  District  of  Colorado 

September  25,  1996 


w. 
w. 


HEREAS,  you,  Congresswoman  Schroeder,  were  elected  to  the  93"^  Congress  in 
November  1972  and  have  been  reelected  to  each  succeeding  Congress; 


HEREAS,  in  1973,  you  became  the  first  Democratic  woman  member  of  the  then 
Armed  Services  Committee,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  Representative  Katherine 
St.  George  (R-NY); 


1^; 


HEREAS,  you  have  been  active  in  the  debates  on  the  major  defense  issues  of  the 
past  24  years,  including  issues  relating  to  defense  spending,  draft  registration, 
arms  control,  burdensharing,  overseas  troop  reductions,  military  personnel  and  their 
families,  dual  use  technologies,  and  military  health  care; 


w. 


HEREAS,  in  the  99""  Congress,  you  spearheaded  efforts  that  resulted  in  the  passage 
of  the  Military  Family  Act,  improving  living  conditions  of  service  members,  their 
spouses,  and  children,  and  throughout  your  service  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
have  worked  vigorously  to  enhance  the  well-being  of  military  families,  and  the  treatment 
of  service  widows  and  former  spouses  of  service  members; 
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HERE  AS,  you  served  with  distinction  in  the  100^  Congress  as  Chairwoman  of  the 
Armed  Services  Committee's  Defense  Burdensharing  Panel,  leading  a 
comprehensive  committee  effort  to  assess  the  costs  and  benefits  of  our  mutual  defense 
alliances,  and  since  that  time  have  continued  to  be  one  of  Congress '  most  outspoken 
advocates  of  defense  burdensharing: 


"W. 


Ws 


HEREAS,  you  served  as  Chairwoman  of  the  Military  Installations  and  Facilities 
Subcommittee  during  the  10  J"  and  102"^  Congresses  and  Chairwoman  of  the 
Research  and  Technology  Subcommittee  during  the  103"'  Congress; 


"W, 


HEREAS,  as  Chairwoman  of  the  Research  and  Technology  Subcommittee  in  the 
103'^''  Congress  you  worked  tirelessly  to  protect  the  nation's  research  and 
development  technology  base  and  strove  for  a  more  efficient  national  industrial  base 
through  greater  emphasis  on  dual  use  technologies  in  the  defense  and  commercial 
sector;  and 


(T  A  /HEREAS,  throughout  your  service  you  persistently  sought  fair  treatment  of  and 
r  y  expanded  roles  for  women  in  the  military  and  combated  sexual  discrimination  and 
harassment  in  the  military;  therefore  be  it 


(M 


ESOLVED.  That  in  recognition  of  your  years  of  outstanding  service,  we,  the 
Members  of  the  Committee  on  National  Security,  offer  our  appreciation  and 
commendation  on  your  distinguished  service;  and  be  it  further 


(M 


ESOL  VED,  That  the  committee  thanks  you  for  your  leadership  and  your fi-iends  hip. 
We  wish  you  and  your  family  well. 
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Committee  on  9^ationa[ Security 
V.S.  House  of^presentatives 

Resolution  honoring  the  Honorable  Glen  Browder 

Representative  in  Congress  from  the  S'''^  District  of  Alabama 

September  25,  1996 


W. 


HEREAS,  you.  Congressman  Browder,  were  elected  to  the  101st  Congress  on 
April  4,  1989,  in  a  special  election  and  have  been  reelected  to  each  succeeding 
Congress; 


W. 

Ws 


HEREAS,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  late  Congressman  Bill  Nichols,  you 
began  your  service  on  the  then  Committee  on  Armed  Services  in  the  fall  of  1989; 


HEREAS,  you  have  served  since  1989  on  the  Military  Installations  and  Facilities 
Subcommittee  and  since  1993  on  the  Military  Readiness  Subcommittee,  and  you 
previously  served  on  the  Research  and  Development  Subcommittee  and  the  former 
Investigations  and  Oversight  Subcommittee; 


HEREAS,  during  the  104th  Congress  you  have  served  as  the  Ranking  Democrat 
Member  of  the  Special  Oversight  Panel  on  Morale.  Welfare  and  Recreation; 


HEREAS.  in  1992  you  chaired  a  special  Armed  Services  Committee  inquiry. 

Countering  the  Chemical  and  Biological  Weapons  Threat  in  the  Post-Soviet 
World,  "  resulting  in  Title  XVII  of  Public  Law  103-160.  which  strengthened  the  U.S 
military 's  chemical  and  biological  defense  program  into  an  integrated  and  coordinated 
effort; 


w. 


HEREAS.  your  efforts  to  safeguard  the  ability  of  our  nation 's  military  men  and 
women  to  fight  and  win  in  a  chemical  environment  have  resulted  in  annual  increases 
in  funding  for  chemical  and  biological  defenses  at  a  time  when  the  threat  from  weapons 
of  mass  destruction  is  increasing  worldwide; 
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HEREAS,  you  worked  diligently  through  the  1991,  1993  and  1995  base  closure 
rounds  to  ensure  the  uninterrupted  operation  of  the  U.S.  Army  Chemical  and  Military 
Police  Schools  and  to  keep  the  Chemical  Defense  Training  Facility  intact  through 
1999; 


fU, 


w. 


HEREAS,  you  have  championed  the  cause  of  Persian  Gulf  War  veterans  who  are 
suffering  from  unexplained  illnesses  and  have  sought  to  learn  the  extent  to  which 
U.S.  troops  might  have  been  exposed  to  chemical  agents  in  the  Persian  Gulf  theater 
and  to  probe  the  Department  of  Defense 's  handling  of  chemical  detections  in  the  Gulf 
War  theater: 


^, 


HEREAS,  as  representative  of  one  of  the  eight  Congressional  districts  housing 
stockpiles  of  obsolete  chemical  weapons  you  have  undertaken  major  initiatives  to 
enhance  the  safety  of  the  chemical  weapons  destruction  program; 


HEREAS,  you  reactivated  the  House  Depot  Caucus  in  1992  and  served  as  chairman 
of  this  bipartisan  organization  in  the  102nd  and  103rd  Congresses; 


HEREAS,  in  the  104th  Congress  as  co-chairman  of  the  House  Depot  Caucus  you 
led  a  successful  effort  to  set  the  Department  of  the  Defense  on  a  path  toward 
establishing  a  comprehensive  depot  maintenance  policy  for  our  nation  while  assuring 
continued  public-sector  participation  in  the  depot-maintenance  program;  and 


W. 


HEREAS.  your  service  in  the  United  States  Congress  was  the  logical  extension  of 
your  chosen  life 's  work  —  the  study  and  teaching  of  political  science  — from  your 
professorship  at  Jacksonville  State  University,  to  your  service  in  the  Alabama  House 
of  Representatives  and  as  Alabama  Secretary  of  State;  therefore  be  it 


(M 


ESOL  VED.  That  in  recognition  of  your  outstanding  service,  we  the  Members  of 
the  Committee  on  National  Security!,  offer  our  thanks  and  congratulations  on 

vour  distinguished  service,  and  wish  you  well  as  you  embark  on  new  endeavors;  and 

be  it  further 


(M 


ESOL  VED,  That  the  committee  thanks  you  for  your  leadership  and  your  friendship. 
We  wish  you  and  your  family  well. 
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W:> 


HEREAS,  you.  Congressman  Geren.  were  elected  to  the  101"  Congress  in  a  special 
election  on  September  12,  1989,  and  have  been  reelected  to  each  succeeding 
Congress: 


"Ws. 


HEREAS.  you.  of  the  University  of  Texas  and  the  University  of  Texas  Law  School, 
served  your  community  as  an  attorney  and  small  businessman: 


W, 


HEREAS.  you  served  as  executive  assistant  to  former  Senator  and  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  Lloyd  Bentsen: 


W. 


HEREAS.  as  a  member  of  the  Armed  Services  Committee  in  the  103"'  Congress 
and  the  National  Security  Committee  in  the  104'''  Congress,  you  have  served  on  the 
Military  Procurement  and  Military  Research  and  Development  Subcommittees: 

CI  A  J  HEREAS.  you  have  worked  selflessly  to  improve  the  lives  and  futures  of  your 
V  y  constituents  employed  by  the  defense  industry: 
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HEREAS,  you  have  been  instrumental  in  ensuring  continued  production  of  the 
Air  Force 's  F-16  multirole  fighter,  the  Marine  Corps '  V-22  tiltrotor  aircraft,  and 
the  Army 's  Armed  Kiowa  Warrior  scout  helicopter  despite  the  Department  of  Defense 's 
plan  to  terminate  each  of  these  programs; 


^ 


TV. 


HEREAS.  you  were  instrumental  in  obtaining  a  reprieve  from  closure  for  Carswell 
Air  Force  Base,  which  will  remain  open  as  the  Naval  Air  Station  Fort  Worth  Joint 
Reserve  Base: 


W. 


HEREAS.  members  of  the  military  owe  you  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  your  tireless 
efforts  to  ensure  that  the  nation  lives  up  to  its  commitment  to  the  men  and  women  of 
the  Armed  Forces:  and 


W. 


HEREAS,  the  committee  has  benefited  from  your  counsel,  knowledge,  and  the 
bipartisan  spirit  you  have  displayed  in  dealing  with  the  many  difficult  national 
security  issues  and  questions  of  our  time;  therefore,  be  it 


(M 


ESOL  VED.  That  in  recognition  of  your  outstanding  service,  we  the  Members  of 
the  Committee  on  National  Security,  offer  our  thanks  and  congratulations  on 
your  distinguished  service,  and  wish  you  well  as  you  embark  on  new  endeavors:  and 
be  it  further 


^^-..y/^ESOL  VED,  That  the  committee  thanks  you  for  your  leadership  and  your  friendship. 
^m^  V  i^g  Yy/5/j  yQn  and  your  family  well  as  you  return  to  the  Lone  Star  State 
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"W^ 


HE  RE  AS,  you,  Congressman  Peterson,  were  elected  to  the  102"^  Congress  on 
November  6,  1990.  and  have  been  reelected  to  each  succeeding  Congress; 


Ws. 


HEREAS,  you  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  after  graduation  from  high 
school  in  1954  and  retired  in  1980  after  attaining  the  grade  of  colonel,  serving  as 
a  Base  Commander  and  as  a  pilot  during  the  Cuban  Missile  Crisis  and  the  Vietnam 

War: 


W. 


HEREAS.  you  on  your  67*  combat  mission  over  North  Vietnam,  were  shot  down 
near  Hanoi,  interned  in  North  Vietnam  as  a  prisoner  of  war  for  six  and  one  half 
years  and  returned  from  captivity  in  1973; 


^; 


HEREAS.  you  graduated  from  the  University  of  Tampa  in  1976  and  the  University 
of  Central  Michigan  in  1977; 


w. 


HEREAS.  you  were  elected  to  the  National  Security  Committee  in  1995,  and  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Military  Procurement.  Military  Installations  and  Facilities, 
and  Militarv  Personnel  Subcommittees; 
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vu. 


HEREAS.  you  fought  for  legislation  that  mandated  the  award  of  the  Purple  Heart 
for  the  victims  of  friendly  fire; 


(7  A  /HEREAS.  you  sponsored  military  construction  projects  to  replace  inadequate, 
V  V  substandard  facilities  at  Tyndall  Air  Force  Base.  Florida,  that,  when  complete, 
will  greatly  enhance  combat  readiness; 


W. 


HEREAS,  you  helped  to  focus  the  Department  of  Defense  on  family  housing  policy 
and  construction  issues,  resulting  in  more  efficient  expenditure  of  construction 
dollars  while  enhancing  the  quality  of  life  for  service  members  and  their  families; 


W. 


HEREAS.  you  served  as  a  member  of  the  U.S.  -Russian  Joint  Commission  on  POiV/ 
MI  As.  and  worked  closely  with  Russian  ojficials  to  uncover  information  regarding 
missing  American  servicemen; 


Vi^s, 


HEREAS,  you  initiated  a  Prisoner  of  War  coin  that  was  sold  to  raise  funding  to 
support  the  Prisoner  of  War  Museum  located  in  Andersonville.  Georgia;  and 


W. 


HEREAS.  the  Committee  on  National  Security  and  American  servicemen  and 
women  around  the  world  have  benefited  from  your  broad  expertise  in  military 
matters,  patriotic  spirit,  inspired  intelligence  and  common  sense;  therefore,  be  it 


(M 


ESOL  VED.  That  we.  the  Members  of  the  Committee  on  National  Security,  express 
to  you  our  appreciation  and  commendation  for  a  distinguished  career;  and  be  it 
further 


^.^XlyESOL  VED.  That  the  committee  thanks  you  for  your  leadership  and  your  friendship. 
\^^  V  ]\'g  wish  you  and  your  family  well. 
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